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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not in the right format. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

3. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1 ) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 21-22 are objected to because of the following informalities: a program 
product should be on a computer readable medium. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 6,15, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
JP 1 1-085183 ("Hajime et al.", cited by Applicant). 

In regard to claims 6,15, and 21, Hajime et al. show a speech recognizing 
system, method, and product comprising: natural speech recognizing means for 
recognizing speech input in an application program by dictation; and recognition result 
converting means for converting a recognition result from said natural speech 
recognizing means into a final recognition result processable by said application 
program on the basis of a grammar to be used for recognizing said input speech in a 
grammar method (Abstract). 

4. Claims 6-9,15-17, and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tsuboi et al. (5,457,768). 

In regard to claims 6,15, and 21, Tsuboi et al. show in Figure 2 a speech 
recognizing device comprising: natural speech recognizing means for recognizing 
speech input in an application program by dictation (item 1 ); and recognition result 
converting means for converting a recognition result from said natural speech 
recognizing means into a final recognition result (item 2) processable by said application 
program on the basis of a grammar to be used for recognizing said input speech in a 
grammar method (item 33). 
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In regard to claims 7,16, and 22, Tsuboi et al. show in Figure 2 that said 
recognition result converting means comprises: candidate sentence generating means 
for evolving said grammar to generate candidate sentences that are candidates for said 
final recognition result (item 6); and matching means for selecting a candidate sentence 
as said final recognition result (item 32) among the candidate sentences by matching 
said candidate sentences generated by said candidate sentence generating means 
against the recognition result by said natural speech recognizing means (items 32,34, 
col. 8, In 54- col. 9). 

In regard to claims 8 and 17, Tsuboi et al. show in Figure 2 that said matching 
means selects as said final recognition result a candidate sentence with the highest 
degree of agreement with the recognition result by said natural speech recognizing 
means from among said candidate sentences generated by said candidate sentence 
generating means (item 33, col. 10). 

In regard to claim 9, Tsuboi et al. inherently show in Figure 2 a statistical 
language model generating means for generating a statistical language model to be 
used for recognizing speech inputted to an application program by dictation on the basis 
of a grammar to be used for recognizing speech inputted to the application program in 
grammar method; and wherein said natural speech recognizing means recognizes said 
inputted speech by dictation using said statistical language model generated by said 
statistical language model generating means (col. 8-9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 
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5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 10,11, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tsuboi et al. (cited above). 

In regard to claims 10-1 1 and 18, Tsuboi et al. show the system and method 
discussed above. They do not specifically show that said statistical language model 
generating means modifies a general statistical language model based on said 
grammar in order to generate said statistical language model or that the statistical 
language model generating means generates said statistical language model separately 
from a general statistical language model; and said natural speech recognizing means 
recognizes said inputted speech by dictation using said general statistical language 
model and said statistical language model generated by said statistical language model 
generating means. One of ordinary skill in the art would know that designers could 
design statistical models with various features in mind. Therefore, it would be obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add these features because 
they provide more functionality for the system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan McFadden whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7621. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on 571-272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. , 




Susan McFadden 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2626 



October 23, 2007 



